TUGS - Introduction 


DRAFT 


Bigg City Port; An international trading port. All types of ships visit here either delivering 
goods or loading them up. There are many facets to a port this size. For instance, the big ocean 
liners, the Queens of the Seas, loaded with passengers stop here, and when they do all the small 
boats, tugs and trampers whistle and hoot to greet them and make them feel welcome. They are 
very splendid and some can be as long as a street of houses and as tall as the sky. Their 
favourite friends in any port are the tugs. 


These little chaps hide in their shape a huge steam engine which is very powerful. They guide 
these great liners safely to their pier. Tugs have a lot of pride and like everything in life there is 
competition. In a port this size there could be as many as five tug companies all going for the 
same job. Generally two tug companies shine out. There is a lot of rivalry between them. The 
little tugs, switchers, scurry about turning on a penny helping their bigger brothers with their 
tasks. 


Tugs do all the important jobs in a port. They tow barges carrying coal for the ships. They go 
upriver to pick up all kinds of things from the factories;tow all the tramp steamers and other boats 
to their piers; look after the dredgers, the railroads, the ferries and, of course, the municipal 
garbage which has to be taken out to sea or used to build small levees. 


All in all they are like busy bees, except they have big propellers instead of wings and float in the 
water instead of flying in the air. But they are friendly, have big hearts and are very, very proud 
of being a tug no matter what their size. Their ambition is to secure as many jobs as they can to 
make money for their owners. He works them hard, twenty four hours a day, infact. But they 
know it's tough for him and, after all, they want to be the best. Being the best means they will 
always be around. 


Not everything goes right, however, no matter how careful they try to be as is the case in this 
little story. 
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